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This is one of those weeks when volumes could be written. So rich is the Feast of Tabernacles,
which starts tonight. It is a time that past, present and future come together into a single
moment.

The Feast of Tabernacles is a time of celebrating the goodness of God in our lives. He has told
us to dwell for these seven days in a booth or temporary structure. The booth that we build
should not be extremely stable in nature. We should be able to see the stars through the top of
the booth. The booth reminds us all that we are but pilgrims in this life. The days that we live
today and the body that we live it in are at best temporary. All of us, as was recorded of
Abraham in Hebrews 11:8-12, are looking for a city whose builder and maker is God Himself.

We are passing though this life with our eyes on the horizon, always looking for the fulfillment
of all things, the Messianic Kingdom of the Millennium, and eternity with God.

Most of you that read this newsletter did not grow up celebrating these feasts; neither did I. So
how do we, as the foreigners observe this time?

First, we need to settle an issue. Yeshua came to fulfill each part of the Torah. He never did
away with even one letter of the Torah (Matthew 5:17-20). The argument that once these Feasts
were fulfilled they were done away with, and by the way replaced with pagan holidays, just does
not cut it with me. Please take the time to look at a few scriptures. Read them; don’t just take my
word for it. Ephesians 2:11-12 clearly states that the gentiles who follow Messiah Yeshua have
now become part of God’s family, Israel. We have now been “grafted in” to the lineage of our
Father Abraham. Leviticus 23:39-43 tells us that the Feast of Tabernacles is to be a permanent
regulation that is to be observed from generation to generation. Zechariah 14:16-18 speaks of
the Millennial Kingdom, a time that all the nations will be required to celebrate this feast in
Jerusalem.

Now let me ask a question! Why would God tell us to observe this feast so that He could do
away with it, so that He could require it again? Does that sound like the God you serve?

With that said, let’s prepare to celebrate! In this time you may decide to have special gatherings
with your church or congregation. This is fine, but do not allow those special gatherings to take
the place of your own responsibility at home. Each family should build their own “Sukkah”, the
Hebrew word for booth. It should have at least three walls. You can attach it to a wall of your
house, which would only leave two walls to build. The covering should allow you to see the
stars at night. The inside is to be decorated with pictures of things that are a part of this life,
such as family and special times. Decorations should also include items from fall, such as
pumpkins, fruit and vegetables. These items make us focus on God’s provision in our lives. The



riches that He gives to each of us is remembered.

With the Sukkah in place we should plan to eat our meals within this structure. Meals should
include fruits and vegetables of the season. Notice that there is no mention of a TV within the
Sukkah. This in itself may be worth the experience. If you are in a climate that allows it, unroll
the sleeping bags and spend a few nights in your Sukkah. I guarantee that your children will
never forget this experience!

The Feast of Tabernacles is a gift from God. This is a time that we are commanded to be joyful,
no matter what circumstances life has given us. Be joyful that God has brought us out of
bondage, that He has provided life abundant, and no doubt will continue to do so. Most
importantly, we are to be joyful because of where we are going, part of an everlasting family,
headed for a day which John saw in Revelation 21: 3, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among
men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be
among them” (NKJ). Whether you have the opportunity this year to build a Sukkah, or not, take
time in these coming 7 days to gaze past this life, knowing that it is only temporary and we are
just pilgrims. This life is but a vapor which will one day fade away to reveal the life that is
forever.

IN CLOSING

May your celebration of The Feast of Tabernacles be a blessing to you and your family. May it
draw you closer to God and to each other. It’s time to go out and build my own Sukkah, so till
next week, Chag Same’ach (Happy Holidays)!

Mike Clayton
www.joinedtohashem.org
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Hebrews 11
By Faith We Understand

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. * For by it
the elders obtained a good testimony.
’ By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things
which are seen were not made of things which are visible.

Faith at the Dawn of History

* By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he
obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead
still speaks.

> By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, “and was not found, because
God had taken him”; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God. ° But
without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is,
and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

" By faith Noah, being divinely wamed of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear,
prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became
heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.

Faithful Abraham

® By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive
as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. ° By faith he dwelt in the
land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with
him of the same promise; '° for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and
maker is God.
! By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she
was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised. '* Therefore from one
man, and him as good as dead, were born as many as the stars of the sky in
multitude—innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore.

Matthew 3
Jesus Fulfills the Law

'7“Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to
fulfill. '® For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by
no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. '* Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of
these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but
whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. * For I say to
you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you
will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.



Ephesians 2

Brought Near by His Blood

" Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh—who are called Uncircumcision by
what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands— '* that at that time you were
without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants
of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. "> But now in Christ Jesus you who
once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

oy And the LorRD spoke to Moses, saying, * “Speak to the children of Israel,
Leviticus 23 P ying.— op

and say to them: ‘The feasts of the LORD, which you shall proclaim fo be holy convocations,
these are My feasts.

The Sabbath

? ‘Six days shall work be done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy
convocation. You shall do no work on it, it is the Sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings.

The Passover and Unleavened Bread

* ‘These are the feasts of the LORD, holy convocations which you shall proclaim at their
appointed times. > On the fourteenth day of the first month at twilight is the LORD’s Passover. °
And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to the LORD; seven
days you must eat unleavened bread. 7 On the first day you shall have a holy convocation; you
shall do no customary work on it. * But you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD for
seven days. The seventh day shall be a holy convocation; you shall do no customary work on
it.”

The Feast of Firstfruits

’ And the LorRD spoke to Moses, saying, '* “Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them:
‘When you come into the land which I give to you, and reap its harvest, then you shall bring a
sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to the priest. '' He shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to
be accepted on your behalf; on the day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it. '* And you shall
offer on that day, when you wave the sheaf, a male lamb of the first year, without blemish, as a
burnt offering to the LOrRD. " Its grain offering shall be two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour
mixed with oil, an offering made by fire to the LORD, for a sweet aroma; and its drink offering
shall be of wine, one-fourth of a hin. '* You shall eat neither bread nor parched grain nor fresh
grain until the same day that you have brought an offering to your God; it shall be a statute
forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.

The Feast of Weeks

" “And you shall count for yourselves from the day after the Sabbath, from the day that you
brought the sheaf of the wave offering: seven Sabbaths shall be completed. '® Count fifty days to
the day after the seventh Sabbath; then you shall offer a new grain offering to the LorD. '” You



shall bring from your dwellings two wave loaves of two-tenths of an ephah. They shall be of fine
flour; they shall be baked with leaven. They are the firstfruits to the LorD. '® And you shall offer
with the bread seven lambs of the first year, without blemish, one young bull, and two rams.
They shall be as a burnt offering to the LORD, with their grain offering and their drink offerings,
an offering made by fire for a sweet aroma to the LORD. ' Then you shall sacrifice one kid of the
goats as a sin offering, and two male lambs of the first year as a sacrifice of a peace offering. *°
The priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits as a wave offering before the LORD,
with the two lambs. They shall be holy to the LorD for the priest. *' And you shall proclaim on
the same day that it is a holy convocation to you. You shall do no customary work on it. It shall
be a statute forever in all your dwellings throughout your generations.

2 “‘When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not wholly reap the corners of your
field when you reap, nor shall you gather any gleaning from your harvest. You shall leave them
for the poor and for the stranger: I am the LORD your God.”

The Feast of Trumpets

* Then the LorD spoke to Moses, saying, ** “Speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘In the
seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall have a sabbath-rest, a memorial of
blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation. ** You shall do no customary work on it; and you shall
offer an offering made by fire to the LORD.”

The Day of Atonement

** And the LorD spoke to Moses, saying: *’ “Also the tenth day of this seventh month shall
be the Day of Atonement. It shall be a holy convocation for you; you shall afflict your souls, and
offer an offering made by fire to the LOrRD. ** And you shall do no work on that same day, for it
is the Day of Atonement, to make atonement for you before the LORD your God. * For any
person who is not afflicted in soul on that same day shall be cut off from his people. ** And any
person who does any work on that same day, that person I will destroy from among his people. *'
You shall do no manner of work; it shall be a statute forever throughout your generations in all
your dwellings. ** It shall be to you a sabbath of solemn rest, and you shall afflict your souls; on
the ninth day of the month at evening, from evening to evening, you shall celebrate your
sabbath.”

The Feast of Tabernacles

> Then the LorD spoke to Moses, saying, ** “Speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘The
fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days to the LORD.
** On the first day there shall be a holy convocation. You shall do no customary work on it. *°
For seven days you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LORD. On the eighth day you shall
have a holy convocation, and you shall offer an offering made by fire to the LorD. It is a sacred
assembly, and you shall do no customary work on it.

*7 “These are the feasts of the LORD which you shall proclaim 7o be holy convocations, to
offer an offering made by fire to the LORD, a burnt offering and a grain offering, a sacrifice and
drink offerings, everything on its day— *® besides the Sabbaths of the LORD, besides your gifts,
besides all your vows, and besides all your freewill offerings which you give to the LORD.



%% ¢Also on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the fruit of the
land, you shall keep the feast of the LORD for seven days; on the first day there shall be a
sabbath-rest, and on the eighth day a sabbath-rest. ** And you shall take for yourselves on the
first day the fruit of beautiful trees, branches of palm trees, the boughs of leafy trees, and
willows of the brook; and you shall rejoice before the LORD your God for seven days. *' You
shall keep it as a feast to the LORD for seven days in the year. It shall be a statute forever in your
generations. You shall celebrate it in the seventh month. ** You shall dwell in booths for seven
days. All who are native Israelites shall dwell in booths, * that your generations may know that I
made the children of Israel dwell in booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: [ am
the LORD your God.””

* So Moses declared to the children of Israel the feasts of the LORD.

Numbers 29
Offerings at the Feast of Tabernacles

2 “On the fifteenth day of the seventh month you shall have a holy convocation. You shall do
no customary work, and you shall keep a feast to the LORD seven days. "* You shall present a
burnt offering, an offering made by fire as a sweet aroma to the LORD: thirteen young bulls, two
rams, and fourteen lambs in their first year. They shall be without blemish. '* Their grain
offering shall be of fine flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of an ephah for each of the thirteen
bulls, two-tenths for each of the two rams, '° and one-tenth for each of the fourteen lambs; '¢ also
one kid of the goats as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its
drink offering.

'7“On the second day present twelve young bulls, two rams, fourteen lambs in their first year
without blemish, '® and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams,
and for the lambs, by their number, according to the ordinance; '* also one kid of the goats as a
sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering with its grain offering, and their drink offerings.

%% “On the third day present eleven bulls, two rams, fourteen lambs in their first year without
blemish, *' and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for
the lambs, by their number, according to the ordinance; ** also one goat as a sin offering, besides
the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering.

# ¢On the fourth day present ten bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first year,
without blemish, ** and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams,
and for the lambs, by their number, according to the ordinance; ** also one kid of the goats as a
sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering.

%% “On the fifth day present nine bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first year
without blemish, *” and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams,
and for the lambs, by their number, according to the ordinance; ** also one goat as a sin offering,
besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering.

% ‘On the sixth day present eight bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first year
without blemish, *° and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams,
and for the lambs, by their number, according to the ordinance; *' also one goat as a sin offering,
besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering.

*? ‘On the seventh day present seven bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first year
without blemish, ** and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams,
and for the lambs, by their number, according to the ordinance; ** also one goat as a sin offering,



besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering.

% ‘On the eighth day you shall have a sacred assembly. You shall do no customary work. *
You shall present a burnt offering, an offering made by fire as a sweet aroma to the LORD: one
bull, one ram, seven lambs in their first year without blemish, *’ and their grain offering and their
drink offerings for the bull, for the ram, and for the lambs, by their number, according to the
ordinance; ** also one goat as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering,
and its drink offering.

** “These you shall present to the LORD at your appointed feasts (besides your vowed
offerings and your freewill offerings) as your burnt offerings and your grain offerings, as your
drink offerings and your peace offerings.” ”

% 'So Moses told the children of Israel everything, just as the LORD commanded Moses.

Zechariah 14
The Day of the LORD

Behold, the day of the LORD is coming,
And your spoil will be divided in your midst.
For I will gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem,;
The city shall be taken,
The houses rifled,
And the women ravished.
Half of the city shall go into captivity,
But the remnant of the people shall not be cut off from the city.
> Then the LorD will go forth
And fight against those nations,
As He fights in the day of battle.
*  And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives,
Which faces Jerusalem on the east.
And the Mount of Olives shall be split in two,
From east to west,
Making a very large valley;
Half of the mountain shall move toward the north
And half of it toward the south.

Then you shall flee through My mountain valley,
For the mountain valley shall reach to Azal.

Yes, you shall flee

As you fled from the earthquake

In the days of Uzziah king of Judah.

Thus the LorD my God will come,
And all the saints with You.

It shall come to pass in that day
That there will be no light;
The lights will diminish.



It shall be one day

Which is known to the LORD
Neither day nor night.

But at evening time it shall happen
That it will be light.

And in that day it shall be—

That living waters shall flow from Jerusalem,
Half of them toward the eastern sea

And half of them toward the western sea;

In both summer and winter it shall occur.
And the LorD shall be King over all the earth.
In that day it shall be

“The LORD is one,”

And His name one.

' All the land shall be turned into a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem.
Jerusalem shall be raised up and inhabited in her place from Benjamin’s Gate to the place of the
First Gate and the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the king’s winepresses.
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The people shall dwell in it;
And no longer shall there be utter destruction,
But Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited.

'2 And this shall be the plague with which the LorD will strike all the people who fought
against Jerusalem:

Their flesh shall dissolve while they stand on their feet,
Their eyes shall dissolve in their sockets,
And their tongues shall dissolve in their mouths.

It shall come to pass in that day

That a great panic from the LOrRD will be among them.
Everyone will seize the hand of his neighbor,

And raise his hand against his neighbor’s hand;

Judah also will fight at Jerusalem.

And the wealth of all the surrounding nations

Shall be gathered together:

Gold, silver, and apparel in great abundance.

Such also shall be the plague

On the horse and the mule,

On the camel and the donkey,

And on all the cattle that will be in those camps.
So shall this plague be.



The Nations Worship the King

' And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations which came against
Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the
Feast of Tabernacles. '” And it shall be that whichever of the families of the earth do not come
up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, on them there will be no rain. '* If the
family of Egypt will not come up and enter in, they shall have no rain, they shall receive the
plague with which the LORrD strikes the nations who do not come up to keep the Feast of
Tabernacles. '° This shall be the punishment of Egypt and the punishment of all the nations that
do not come up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles.

%% In that day “HOLINESS TO THE LORD” shall be engraved on the bells of the horses. The
pots in the LORD’s house shall be like the bowls before the altar. *' Yes, every pot in Jerusalem
and Judah shall be holiness to the LORD of hosts. Everyone who sacrifices shall come and take
them and cook in them. In that day there shall no longer be a Canaanite in the house of the LORD
of hosts.

I KillgS 8 Now Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the
tribes, the chief fathers of the children of Israel, to King Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might
bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD from the City of David, which is Zion. > Therefore
all the men of Israel assembled with King Solomon at the feast in the month of Ethanim, which
is the seventh month. * So all the elders of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark. * Then
they brought up the ark of the LORD, the tabernacle of meeting, and all the holy furnishings that
were in the tabernacle. The priests and the Levites brought them up. *> Also King Solomon, and
all the congregation of Israel who were assembled with him, were with him before the ark,
sacrificing sheep and oxen that could not be counted or numbered for multitude. ® Then the
priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the LORD to its place, into the inner sanctuary of the
temple, to the Most Holy Place, under the wings of the cherubim. 7 For the cherubim spread their
two wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubim overshadowed the ark and its poles. * The
poles extended so that the ends of the poles could be seen from the holy place, in front of the
inner sanctuary; but they could not be seen from outside. And they are there to this day. °
Nothing was in the ark except the two tablets of stone which Moses put there at Horeb, when the
LoRD made a covenant with the children of Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt.

' And it came to pass, when the priests came out of the holy place, that the cloud filled the
house of the LoRrD, ' so that the priests could not continue ministering because of the cloud; for
the glory of the LORD filled the house of the LORD.

"2 Then Solomon spoke:

“The LorD said He would dwell in the dark cloud.
I have surely built You an exalted house,
And a place for You to dwell in forever.”
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After these things Jesus walked in Galilee; for He did not want to walk in Judea,
John 7

because the Jews sought to kill Him. > Now the Jews’ Feast of Tabernacles was at hand. * His
brothers therefore said to Him, “Depart from here and go into Judea, that Your disciples also
may see the works that You are doing. * For no one does anything in secret while he himself
seeks to be known openly. If You do these things, show Yourself to the world.” * For even His
brothers did not believe in Him.

% Then Jesus said to them, “My time has not yet come, but your time is always ready. ’ The
world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because 1 testify of it that its works are evil. ® You go up
to this feast. I am not yet going up to this feast, for My time has not yet fully come.” * When He
had said these things to them, He remained in Galilee.

Christ Secretly Goes to the Feast

' But when His brothers had gone up, then He also went up to the feast, not openly, but as it
were in secret. ' Then the Jews sought Him at the feast, and said, “Where is He?” '* And there
was much complaining among the people concerning Him. Some said, “He is good”; others said,
“No, on the contrary, He deceives the people.” > However, no one spoke openly of Him for fear
of the Jews.

Christ’s Authority from the Father

'* Now about the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and taught. > And the
Jews marveled, saying, “How does this Man know letters, having never studied?”

16 Jesus answered them and said, “My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me. ' If
anyone wills to do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God or
whether I speak on My own authority. '* He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but
He who seeks the glory of the One who sent Him is true, and no unrighteousness is in Him. "
Did not Moses give you the law, yet none of you keeps the law? Why do you seek to kill Me?”’

% The people answered and said, “You have a demon. Who is seeking to kill You?”

*! Jesus answered and said to them, “I did one work, and you all marvel. ** Moses therefore
gave you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the fathers), and you circumcise a
man on the Sabbath. # If a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath, so that the law of Moses
should not be broken, are you angry with Me because I made a man completely well on the
Sabbath? ** Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.”

Christ’s Origin from the Father

* Now some of them from Jerusalem said, “Is this not He whom they seek to kill? *° But
look! He speaks boldly, and they say nothing to Him. Do the rulers know indeed that this is truly
the Christ? ?” However, we know where this Man is from; but when the Christ comes, no one
knows where He is from.”

*® Then Jesus cried out, as He taught in the temple, saying, “You both know Me, and you
know where I am from; and I have not come of Myself, but He who sent Me is true, whom you
do not know. ? But I know Him, for I am from Him, and He sent Me.”



*® Therefore they sought to take Him; but no one laid a hand on Him, because His hour had
not yet come. *' And many of the people believed in Him, and said, “When the Christ comes,
will He do more signs than these which this Man has done?”

Christ’s Departure to the Father

*? The Pharisees heard the crowd murmuring these things concerning Him, and the Pharisees
and the chief priests sent officers to take Him. ** Then Jesus said to them, “I shall be with you a
little while longer, and then I go to Him who sent Me. ** You will seek Me and not find Me, and
where I am you cannot come.”

** Then the Jews said among themselves, “Where does He intend to go that we shall not find
Him? Does He intend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the Greeks? *® What is
this thing that He said, ‘You will seek Me and not find Me, and where I am you cannot come’?”

Christ Reveals the “Living Water”

37 On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone
thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. ** He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of
his heart will flow rivers of living water.” *° But this He spoke conceming the Spirit, whom those
believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet
glorified.

Israel is Divided Overchrist

* Therefore many from the crowd, when they heard this saying, said, “Truly this is the
Prophet.” *' Others said, “This is the Christ.”

But some said, “Will the Christ come out of Galilee? ** Has not the Scripture said that the
Christ comes from the seed of David and from the town of Bethlehem, where David was?” * So
there was a division among the people because of Him. ** Now some of them wanted to take
Him, but no one laid hands on Him.

The Sanhedrin is Confused Over Christ

* Then the officers came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why have
you not brought Him?”

* The officers answered, “No man ever spoke like this Man!”

*" Then the Pharisees answered them, “Are you also deceived? ** Have any of the rulers or
the Pharisees believed in Him? * But this crowd that does not know the law is accursed.”

* Nicodemus (he who came to Jesus by night, being one of them) said to them, *' “Does our
law judge a man before it hears him and knows what he is doing?”

> They answered and said to him, “Are you also from Galilee? Search and look, for no
prophet has arisen out of Galilee.”
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